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Shackerstone Parish Council 
 
 
 
 
 

Cemetery Regulations 
 
The civil cemeteries 

The churchyards at St Mary’s Church, Congerstone and St Peter’s Church, Shackerstone were 
closed by Orders in Council in 1987 because (despite appearances) both were full.  No new 
burials may take place in either churchyard, except where a previous arrangement for joint 
interment exists. 
 
To enable local people to continue to be buried locally, the Parish Council acquired land adjacent 
to both churchyards to be laid out as civil cemeteries.  These opened in 1993.  The Parish 
Council acquired further land next to the two cemeteries in 2020, to ensure that there is space for 
burials for many years to come.  The cemeteries are provided for the whole Parish, covering the 
villages of Barton in the Beans, Bilstone, Congerstone, Odstone and Shackerstone. 
 
The cemeteries are not consecrated land, though there was a service of dedication led by the 
Assistant Bishop at each in 1993. 
 
The cemeteries are administered by the Shackerstone Parish Council, which is an elected civil 
authority, not to be confused with the Diocesan Church Council or Parochial Church Council. 
 
These regulations apply to both cemeteries. 
 
 
Administration of burials 

All matters relating to administration of burials in the cemeteries fall to the Parish Clerk.  Booking 
through funeral directors or local clergy is not possible, though funeral directors will commonly act 
as agents to arrange a burial. 
 
When the need for a burial arises, contact should be made with the Clerk, who will confirm that 
the deceased person is eligible to be buried there. 
 
The Clerk will allocate a burial plot from the cemetery plan approved by the Parish Council.  
Burial plots will be allocated in strict order of availability, and cannot be chosen or reserved in 
advance.  An Exclusive Right of Burial will be issued at the time of allocation. 
 
In the case of cremated remains a normal burial plot will be provided. 
 
When a plot is allocated, there will be the opportunity to reserve the adjoining plot for the 
deceased’s spouse or partner.  Plots cannot be reserved for other family members. 
 
 
Eligibility* 

To ensure that burials plots will be available to local people for as long as possible into the future, 
a close relationship of the deceased with the parish must be demonstrated.  This will normally be 
one of the following: 

• the deceased was living in the Parish at the time of their death 

• they lived in the Parish for many years until recently 

• their parents are buried in the cemetery or the adjoining churchyard 
 
 
 
 



* Any matter of interpretation of these regulations is by decision by the Parish Council and is final. 

 

Burial plots 

A burial plot is a small area of land in which someone is buried.  Because of the high water table, 
only plots for single interments are offered.   Burial plots will be a standard size of 8 ft by 4 ft. 
 
 
Exclusive Right of Burial 

The Exclusive Right of Burial is a legal document which specifies who will be buried in a plot.  
The right lasts for a standard period of 75 years.  It is the right of burial which is sold, not the 
actual plot. 
 
 
Burials 

Funerals will normally be arranged by funeral directors.  They should notify the Clerk at least five 
days in advance, who will go to the cemetery to mark the grave shortly before the gravedigger is 
due to attend. 
 
The Parish Council holds a list of approved gravediggers, and no-one who is not on that list or 
contracted by a funeral director is permitted to excavate in a cemetery. 
 
Following the funeral, the undertakers will be responsible for re-filling the grave and leaving it in a 
tidy condition, and returning to level the ground and grass the grave in due course. 
 
The funeral directors will be responsible for passing the Registrar’s certificate green form to the 
Clerk to enable the Clerk to inform the Registrar of Births and Deaths that the burial has taken 
place. 
 
 
Memorials 

Where a memorial is to be erected, the proposed design and wording should be submitted to the 
Clerk for approval.  Memorials are limited to 3’ in height and 2’6” in width. 
 
The memorial should be installed by the monumental mason, and located at the head of the 
grave.  No kerb sets, fixed structures or materials may be put on graves. 
 
 
Burial fees 
 
The fees payable to the Parish Council in relation to burials exclude the cost of digging the grave, 
which is arranged by the funeral director. 
 
 

BURIAL Parish resident Links with Parish 

Internment £250 £500 

Exclusive Right for 75 years £250 £500 

Total £500 £1,000 

CREMATION   

Internment £250 £500 

Exclusive Right for 75 years £350 £500 

Total £500 £1,000 

MEMORIAL £250 £250 

 


